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disliked the idea of an imperium in imperio. The solution was that
every C.I.D. report should be sent through the uniformed Superin-
tendent before it came to me, thus vindicating his authority over all
the men in his Division. TThe solution worked quite well, and so
things remained until the post-war upheavals, when officers from the
Services, who were not trained to consider questions of expenditure,
were appointed.
About the time when I took over the C.I.D. a special sub-department
of the War Office had been constituted to deal with foreign espionage
a.nd had collected information about a number of persons engaged in
furnishing information to their governments. When war broke out
through the German invasion of Belgium and it became clear that the
British Government would be involved in it, we were called upon to
arrest all the known spies and to look out for others who were certain
to be sent to replace them. The War Office had none of the machinery
for arresting and keeping men in custody: the Metropolitan Police
had; and so we found ourselves playing the role of general servant to
the Admiralty and the War Office. My room at Scotland Yard became
the meeting ground of the two Services. I conducted the interrogation
of suspects with naval and military officers sitting with me. A short-
hand writer took down the interrogations, and her notes were produced
in the subsequent proceedings in the High Court. It is a fundamental
rule in British police administration that when it has been decided
to charge a delinquent with an offence he must not be questioned,
though an opportunity is to be given to him to make a statement if he
wishes. It was quite obvious that this rule would not work in cases
of espionage, when the suspected spy may have an innocent explanation
of documents which he is carrying, and it says much for the judges
at the trial of enemy spies in the High Court that they allowed the
shorthand notes of my interrogations to be admitted as evidence for
the prosecution, provided that they recorded both question and answer
and were sworn to by the stenographer, and that as soon as the war
was over the former rule was reverted to.*
* Vide my book Queer Peopk.